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rather afraid that there is a very foolish feeling growing
that we now have enough of a navy. It would be horrible
folly to stop building up our navy now."

Secretary Long's lukewarm attitude on the subject was
revealed quite early in their official intercourse, and on
August 26, 1897, Eoosevelt mildly expressed his regret in
a letter to the Secretary who was away on a vacation: "I
know you will excuse my saying that I can't help being
sorry you have reached the conclusion that we are not to
go on at all in building even, say, one battleship and five
torpedo-boats."

A letter to Senator Lodge, written a few weeks later,
September 15, 1897, reveals the fact that Eoosevelt had
brought the subject to the President's attention and secured
the overruling of the Secretary. This letter is interesting
also for the glimpse it affords of McKinley's personality:

f' The President has returned and yesterday I went driv-
ing with him. Generally, he expressed great satisfaction
with what I had done, especially during the last seven weeks
that I have been in charge of the Department. Of course
the President is a bit of a jollier, but I think his words did
represent a substratum of satisfaction.

"He is evidently by no means sure that we shall not have
trouble with Spain; and though he wants to avoid both, yet
I think he could be depended upon to deal thoroughly and
well with any difficulty that arises. ... I told him that
I would guarantee that the Department would be in the
best possible shape that our means would permit when war
began, and that, as he knew, I myself would go to the war.
He asked me what Mrs. Eoosevelt would think of it, and I
said that both you and she would regret it, but this was one
case where I would consult neither. He laughed and said
that he would do all he could to guarantee that I should
have the opportunity I sought if war by any chance arose.

"To my great pleasure he also told me that he intended
we should go on building up the Navy, with better ships
and torpedo-boats, and that he did not think the Secretary